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Dear Sir / Madam,

Leeds Site Allocation Plan Consultation

I am writing to provide my feedback and views on the Leeds Site Allocation Plan. I live in North Leeds and I am specifically writing to register my objection to the sites identified for housing in and around Horsforth. In particular I have a strong objection to sites:

HG2-41

HG2-42

HG2-43

HG2-12

HG3-2

HG3-3

HG3-4

1) Are the plans positively prepared?

I do not think the plans have been positively prepared, the sites listed above are within existing green belt and the reasons I object to that are;

a) The loss of biodiversity (flora and fauna) would be devastating. I know the Leeds Core Strategy refers to the fact that Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) would be conducted for European designated sites such as SPA’s or SAC’s – clearly green belt is not as well protected and the proposed developments may not require an EIA. However in the Leeds core strategy section 4.10 reference is made to the importance of widespread or common species and how these need to be present as an integral part of the sustainable environment. Building on green belt on so many sites covering such a large area would severely impact on biodiversity of the local area.

b) Access to green belt land and open green spaces is essential for wellbeing. Green belt land allows access to recreation and provides opportunities for exercise. Given the obesity crisis we have in this country, access to green belt and green spaces is more important than ever before. The green belt land in and around Horsforth promotes all of the above and improves peoples quality of life. We often take our two young sons walking or cycling through the strawberry fields and we all really enjoy strawberry picking; these activities are an essential part of their and our lives. Building on the green belt would contradict section 1.8 in the Leeds Core Strategy which talks about building new homes whilst maintaining and protecting and enhancing environmental quality for the people of Leeds.

c) Building on green belt will lead to increased flooding, due to the creation of more impermeable area. Rainfall will run off the catchment faster increasing the risk of flooding in the River Aire catchment. This contradicts with section 3.2 of the Leeds Core Plan as the proposal would not help the area to be resilient to climate change.

2) Are the plans justified?

The proposals contradict section 4.8.4 of the Leeds Core Plan which quotes that green belt can only be changed in exceptional circumstances. I would like to understand the exceptional reasons why it acceptable to build on all the green belt sites highlighted above?

I query the population figures and challenge the proposals to have so many new houses in Leeds. Has the aging population and types of housing stock been taken into account? I know many pensioners who live in family homes alone or with their partners; I worry that the council will allow all this development on the green belt and in time as the population demographics change, there is less demand and more supply of homes. 

I worry that especially for the strawberry field site; it is easier and quicker for the developers to build on green fields rather than re-developing brownfield sites first. This contradicts purpose 5 of the green belt according to the National Planning Policy Framework (to assist in urban regeneration).  The strawberry field site will generate a fortune for the developers and is an easy hit for the council to achieve the housing numbers required. It is very important that these proposals are worked through, Horsforth is not near any major motorways, everyone who lives in Horsforth commutes out of Horsforth therefore the proposal to build the sheer number of homes proposed would be a an disaster. Please consider whether there is a real need for more homes in Horsforth, does the amount of local employment in the region justify these proposals?

Leeds is a large city with an industrial past. The legacy of industry gives Leeds a number of brownfield sites which can be developed prior to development on green belt land. We have an opportunity to protect our green belt if the developers are pushed to work that bit harder to develop the more challenging brownfield sites first. I think more family homes are needed closer to Leeds City Centre not in the Horsforth commuter belt which already has gridlocked roads.

3) Will the plans be effective?

I do not think the plans will be effective for the reasons I started to explore above, the proposal for Horsforth is to build hundreds of new homes in an area with no major employers, where everyone commutes elsewhere. Horsforth does not have good links with major motorways, It is really important the council anticipates the impact of these proposals in terms of the knock on effect on the volume of traffic.

4) Is the plan consistent with National Planning Policy?

I do not think the site allocations plan is consistent with Leeds Core Strategy or the National Planning Policy. Section 80 of the national policy states that green belt serves 5 purposes, I believe the site allocation plan is inconsistent with purpose 3 to protect the countryside from encroachment and purpose 5 to assist in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other land. The proposals for development in Horsforth disregards purpose 5.

In summary I ask the council to think about the legacy which will be created as a result of the proposed development. We only have one opportunity to do the right thing for Leeds; once the green belt has been built on it will be lost forever. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I hope you take my views into account.

Yours Faithfully,

Adele Burns






