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Please find attached my objection letter around proposed development on the
above sites.

Regards

Mr Harry Peacock

mailto:sap@leeds.gov.uk

Harry Peacock

50 Newlay Grove

Horsforth

Leeds LS18 4LH

13.11.15

Dear Leeds City Council,

I am writing to note my objection to the proposals to build on more green belt sites, particularly HG2-41, HG2-42, HG2-43, HG2-12, HG3-2, HG3-3 and HG3-4. I have several objections, not least of which is that if Leeds CC builds on these sites they are breaking the law, contravening the National Planning Policy Framework. Green belt land should not be built upon. That is the reason it is designated Green belt in the first place.

My major objection is on the grounds of the environment and the wider environmental impact of the proposed developments. The Aire Valley Corridor is an important piece of the City’s landscape that provides a significant Gateway into the City via the A65. It reminds residents and visitors that you can have many of the benefits of a great city, which Leeds is, while not compromising the beauty of the local landscape and the richness that affords. The green areas around the proposed developments, consisting of nearby woodland, water courses, river and canal, as well as becks and streams and fields, supports a rich diversity of wildlife.

There are wild dear, common stouts, bats and newts, alongside foxes and bird species which inhabit these proposed developmental areas. It would be criminal to drive the wildlife into an ever diminishing environment, while also increasing significantly other environmental impacts from such residential developments such as increased noise pollution, light pollution, air pollution, some of which are already an issue for the City and the health and wellbeing of residents.

This is not an objection purely on the grounds of NIMBYism, although it is important to understand that areas surrounding the City Centre of Leeds have their own identity and as such want to maintain that. I would say the village identity of Horsforth has and is being eroded by small and large scale developments. The residents of Horsforth generally care about our village and cherish our local environment and we want a say in what happens here, that is why we have a Town Council and seek some local control and accountability – the proposal are not what the majority of people want and as a Council YOU SHOULD HEAR LOUD AND CLEAR THAT LOCAL VOICE.

 I’m sure there are many areas in the City and surrounding localities that are suitable for housing developments on the scale and density planned that not only provide homes, but act as a catalyst for wider regeneration, primarily re-purposing existing commercial areas into residential. The cost of development in ‘pounds’ may be higher for potential developers but the negative impact of Greenfield development is so much higher.  The Council should focus its development and growth initiatives on brownfield sites and leave greenbelt alone. 

Leeds City Council’s online forms provided for residents’ comments are flawed and almost impossible to use. This is not giving fair access for people to comment and, until recently, and only through the drive from environmental groups, has the full extent of LCC’s plans become evident to the residents. As a council you have not given enough information or advertised enough to tell us about your plans to acquire land. This is not the type of local democracy citizens deserve.

Yours sincerely,



Harry Peacock




