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Dear Sirs,

SITE ALLOCATIONS PLAN CONSULTIITION : SITE HG2-173:HAIGHSIDE, ROTHWELL.

About 22.1 heetares of land at Haighside, Rothwell Haigh, south of V/ood Lane and east ofÌvakefield Road, is recommended for ielease for house-buitAìng in the cunent Leeds Local plan siteallocations consutatio¡. According to the documents, it would be in phas e 2,6ave an estimated
capacity of 578 dwellings, require improvements to the junction of Wood Lane and Wakefield
Road, and should await completion of pualic transport improvements such as the NGT holleybus,
the Stourton depot and park and ride terminus of which would be at the foot of Bell Hill.

Most of this site is.."rhubarb triangle" market gardening land, DEFRA grade 2, well-farmed andimproved in the traditional way with wool waste or shodày manure; it is most productive, so its lossshould not be looked upon lightly. National Planning rbncy prutttr*ort C*pprl paragaph ll2requires local plaruring authorities to take into accounithe economic and oürer benefits of best andmost versatile agricultural land, that is, DEFRA grades l,I and3a. Where signincant developmåntof agricultural land is shown to be necessary, poorer quality land should be'used in preference tothat of higher quality. only 4% of land ;n Engúno is grade i, l.r, tha{t l%in Leeds; grade 2 is thenext-best qYalify, so it is unlikely that a proper r"qrr*tiul search 
"¡úriútuul land across Leedswouldjustifr building on land at Haighsiàe.

A small part of the overall site, just beyond the soutlern end of the adopted part of Low ShopsLane, was occupied by the Low Shops cottiery workshops until they *.r. är*olished in the 1960s;their site has become overgro\ /n wiih trees and shrubs, so it isn't Lrownfield. Together with somehedgerows, it gives wildlife a habitat in an otherwise open arable landscape. overhead power linescanied on two sets of pylons cross the western pa* of the.site at ;;ùltÑ*t" with a dog-leg to
lhe ¡orth; they would reduce the amount of land fit for housine, re;;iä;;;, a inefficienr use ofland. Farmland would be lost which is being cultivated regardless áf powerînes.

In the north-eastern angle of the tivakefield Road and Wood Lane junction is a building of redbrickand blue slate opened in 1904 as a depot of the Yorkshire tw..i zuãirsj Electric Tramways,predecessors of Arriva West Yorkshire; this.should be kept as a local heritage asset if the junction
layout had to be altered. A pair of whale.jawbglgs r", up io form an arch sta¡îds opposite;.this is thelatest in a succession of similar pairs andshoutd ue tcept irnighway alteratiãns are needed.

Haighside is part of a strategic Green Belt gap between Rothwell to the north and east, and thebuilt-up lvakefield Road part of Rothwe[ Haïgi and Robin Hood to the sourh-wesr. Allocating thissite for development would lessen that 
.gap 

uãd encowag coalescence of settlements in a part ofIivest Yorkshire where many Green Beli gaps *r o*oî akeady and urban sprawl threatens todestroy the separateness and distinctiveness of communities. îhis woulá be contrary to theobjectives of the Leeds Local plan Core Strategy. 
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Loss of any Green,Belt at this stage of the Local Plan is to be opposed strongly and should beavoided; taking land out of Green e?it rtro.rl¿ 
"ot 

il;;;e befr¡re #il;rïocal plan has reachedits halfivav point on-ls April zoll,în"r" fb*;i i."i"r 
"rp*gr"rrit i, il ro avoid unnecessaryloss of Green Belt if n"* a"u"topå"nq especially the need for dwellings, falls well short of LDFcore shategy targets' According-'o t¡" consultaiion document, deveropment at Haighside shouldawait public transoort improvemãnts such as rhe Ñðiï"ù"yu"r. Nci-i,å":t fr."udy unr' at leasr2021' if at all' *aìt¡i"ini th"Ã;ä;pufting uu.t ro*i¿irarion of this site until an LDF review in2020 of all Green Belt siies ptpo'J ø' r"tãur.; à.*îîil" 

it ¡rrour{ be penciled into phase 3 toallow that delayed assessment totake place, ;ilrË¿äoutright as development land.
National Planning Policy Framework,Tl-l**ryPr, 79 says 'othe essential characteristics ofGreen Belts are their opãnnttt *Jti*it p*Trrr." "; parag3 says .oonce 

established, Green Beltboundaries should onty be tltttø it 
"-ceptional "ir.,n 

irt*ces, through the preparation or reviewof the Local Plan' At that time, o t¡o¡ti.rir,outJ,*#;;rh- cr.ãnîri äãui¿*i", having regardto their intended pennanence in the long.t?T, 
:g qut they should 

_be 
capable of enduring beyond

ffr!íi¿'ä:i.iJ"iåÏll co*"ir **t takethis into acËounro so r object ø tr,. rerease of rand at

(Signed).




